
Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 8th November 2017 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:


Councillor Martin Mulleady, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Paraic Brady, John Browne, 





Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, 





Mark Casey, John Duffy, Gerard Farrell, 





Luie McEntire, Colm Murray, Peggy Nolan, Pat O’Toole,




P.J. Reilly, Paul Ross, Mae Sexton and Gerry Warnock. 
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive.




Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance.





Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.





Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.




Mr. Terry Rooney, Senior Executive Officer.




Mr. Frank Gearty, Council Legal Advisor.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.
Interim Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Statutory Plans, Renewable Energy and 

Climate Change and Wind Energy Development Guidelines 2006.

Councillor M. Casey proposed and Councillor M. Sexton seconded that Standing Orders be suspended.
Councillor M. Casey proposed and Councillor M. Sexton seconded that Mr. Eoghan Murphy, T.D., Minister for Housing, Planning & Local Government, be requested to meet a deputation from Longford County Council regarding the Interim Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Statutory Plans, Renewable Energy and Climate Change and Wind Energy Development Guidelines 2006.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 11th October 2017, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.
RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR PADRAIG LOUGHREY.

The Cathaoirleach and members of the Council paid tribute to Padraig Loughrey who announced his resignation from Longford County on the 22nd October 2017.  

The members spoke regarding Padraig’s service and dedication to Longford County Council since 2009 and wished him and his family every success and happiness in the future. 

Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive, on his own behalf and on behalf of the executive and staff, also wished Padraig every happiness in the future and acknowledged his contribution to Longford County Council since 2009.
CASUAL VACANCY IN THE OFFICE OF LEAS CATHAOIRLEACH

The Cathaoirleach stated that as Councillor Loughrey was elected Leas Cathaoirleach of the Council at the Annual Meeting held in June 2017, there is now a requirement to fill the casual vacancy in the Office of Leas Cathaoirleach of the Council – in accordance with Section 38 of the Local Government Act 2001.
It was proposed by Councillor L. McEntire and seconded by Councillor G. Warnock  that Councillor Seamus Butler be elected Leas Cathaoirleach.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan that Councillor Colm Murray be elected Leas Cathaoirleach.

A vote was taken on the proposals as follows:-

For Councillor Butler

            Councillors -  S. Butler, M. Cahill, 







M. Casey L. McEntire,







M. Mulleady, P. O’Toole, P.J. Reilly,







M. Sexton and G. Warnock.

Total   -   9
For Councillor Murray

            Councillors  -  P. Brady, J. Browne,







M. Carrigy,  G. Farrell, 


C. Murray, P. Nolan and P. Ross.







Total   -     7.   

Councillor Seamus Butler was declared elected Leas Cathaoirleach until the date of the Annual Meeting in 2018.

Councillor Butler thanked his proposer and seconder and the Members for electing him as Leas Cathaoirleach of the Council for the coming twelve months.

The Members joined in wishing Councillor Butler success during his term of office as Leas Cathaoirleach.  Paddy Mahon, on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff, congratulated Councillor Butler on his election as Leas Cathaoirleach. 
Councillor  Murray thanked his proposer and seconder and congratulated 

Councillor Butler  on being elected Leas Cathaoirleach.

CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on the 13th September 2017
as circulated, were noted.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS.
The Chief Executive Orders, as circulated, were noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.
FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that no Public Liability Claims were received during October 2017.
Date for Finance “In Committee” Meeting.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, it was unanimously agreed that the Finance “In Committee” Meeting be held at 4.00 p.m. on Monday, 20th November 2017. 

HOUSING, INFRASTRUCTURE, ENVIRONMENT & EMERGENCY SERVICES.
Loan Approval for Housing Projects.

On the proposal of Councillor Gerry Warnock seconded by Councillor Mae Sexton, it was unanimously agreed to Loan Approval of €1.54m for Housing projects.
Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor G. Warnock seconded that a letter be forwarded to the Minister for Housing, Planning & Local Government requesting that finance be made available to Longford County Council for its housing programme rather than having to seek a loan for the programme. 
Disposal of Freehold Interest of Property .

On the proposal of Councillor Mae Sexton seconded by Councillor Gerry Warnock, it was unanimously agreed to the disposal of Freehold Interest of Property at No. 59 The Demesne, Longford  to Elizabeth and Michael McGuckian in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 27th September 2017.                      
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, HUMAN RESOURCES & CORPORATE SERVICES, CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES.

Planning Applications.

The list of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.
Material Contravention of Development Plan 2015 – 2021.
B. Heslin confirmed that this application has been withdrawn by the applicant  -
       PL17/13  - application for the proposed retention of the existing storage yard and all ancillary site works at Knock, Lanesboro, Co. Longford,

       PL17/50 - application for the proposed retention of existing car wash bay and all ancillary site works at Knock, Lanesboro, Co. Longford

Legal Advice  - Possible Variation of the County Development Plan.

Legal Advice received from Frank Gearty, Solicitor, was circulated to the Members in advance of the meeting.

Councillor M. Casey stated while accepting that the Executive had received legal advice, the Elected Members had not.  He expressed his disappointment at the legal opinion and raised concerns about what he saw as the serious dilution of Elected Members powers.  As this now appeared to be of national significance he would be forwarding the advice to AILG and Senator Gerard Craughwell for their opinion. 

Councillor M Sexton said that the Elected Members had an obligation to question the advice received and it should be investigated further and if necessary challenged.  She suggested that a second opinion be sought from someone with specific expertise in this area.  She proposed that a second opinion be sought and the Elected Members also write to AILG and LAMA for their advice.  This proposal was seconded by Councillor M. Casey.

Councillor S. Butler supported Councillor Sexton's proposal and requested that the same five questions be forwarded for a second opinion.

Councillor C. Murray suggested that the advice was disconcerting and disturbing but it reflected advice received by other Local Authorities.  He suggested that the issue be raised with the Minister and this position was supported by Councillor P. Ross.

Councillors G. Warnock and M. Casey questioned the process involved in varying, adapting and approving the County Development Plan.

Councillor J. Duffy, supported by Councillor J. Browne, suggested that there was no need to seek a second opinion as the advice received from Frank Gearty was so comprehensive.

Councillors PJ Reilly and L. McEntire outlined the process involved with bringing the issue to the attention of LAMA and AILG and the Elected Members agreed that they would write to both bodies outlining the issue and their concerns.

P. Mahon, Chief Executive, confirmed that a second opinion would be sought by the Council on behalf of the Members
Community Grant Support Scheme 2018 and to consider the recommendation of 
Longford Local Community Development Committee to apply its Equality and Human
Rights Statement to the Scheme  

The Community Grant Support Scheme 2018, including recommendation of Longford 

Local Community Development Committee to apply its Equality and Human Rights 

Statement to the Scheme, was circulated with the Agenda for the meeting and agreed by the 

members.
B. Heslin confirmed that the Scheme will be advertised in this week’s Longford Leader.

Review of the Development Contribution Scheme and proposed extension of the current 
Development Contribution Scheme 2013 – 2017.
Mr. T. Rooney, Senior Executive Officer, informed the members that the current Development Contribution Scheme expires at the end of 2017. The new Plan is currently being prepared and will be advertised for public consultation for a period of six weeks.  The Draft Plan will be brought to the December meetings of the Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee, the Planning, Development and Cultural Strategic Policy Committee and will be submitted to the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government.  After that period the Chief Executives’s report will be prepared and brought to the full Council for consideration and adoption .  When adopted, a public notice will be placed in the local media notifying the public of the new Scheme. 

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Brady, it was unanimously agreed that the current Development Contribution Scheme be extended to the end of March 2018.

Development Levies – Rural Areas.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by 

Councillor  P. Nolan -
“I call on Longford County Council to reduce the Development levies payable by people applying for planning in rural areas where there are limited services available.”

Councillor Carrigy’s Notice of Motion dealt with Item No. 9. (e) – Development Contribution Scheme. 

Terry confirmed that Councillor Carrigy’s Notice of Motion and the Development Levies pertaining to Wind Turbines will be included in the Draft Scheme.
B. Heslin emphasised the importance for elected members to submit, in writing, to Terry any proposals for consideration as part of the review of the new Development Contribution Scheme.

Date and Venue for December meeting of the Council.  
Councillor M. Mulleady proposed and Councillor G. Warnock seconded that the December 

meeting of the Council be held in Drumlish on Wednesday, 13th December 2017.
GENERAL.
Correspondence – circulated.
Letter received on the 10th October 2017 from the Office of the Minister for Disabilities in relation to the ratification of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was noted. 
Letter dated 18th October 2017 received from Failte Ireland regarding funding agreement between Failte Ireland and the Local Authorities for Regional Festivals and Participative Events in 2018 was considered by the members.  Councillor G. Warnock proposed and Councillor M. Casey seconded that a letter be forwarded to Mr. Shane Ross, T.D., Minister Transport, Tourism and Sport requesting that he receive a deputation from Longford County Council regarding funding from Failte Ireland and that a representative from Failte Ireland also attend the meeting.
Correspondence received from the Office of the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government regarding Grants for the Provision of Water Supplies was noted.
Correspondence received from the Office of the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government regarding Water Services was noted. 
Correspondence received from the Office of the Minister for Health regarding Long Term Illness Scheme was noted.
Correspondence received from the Office of the Minister for Health regarding Community Childcare Subvention Plus (CCSP) Scheme was noted.
Correspondence received from TUSLA regarding funding for Family Resource Centre Programme was considered by the members.  Councillor M. Sexton proposed and 

Councillor  P. Nolan  seconded that a further letter be forwarded to TUSLA requesting the Agency to provide a Family Resource Centre in Longford town as it is her opinion that the onus is on TUSLA not Longford County Council to provide such a facility in the town.
Notices of Motions.

Transport Link.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor  M. Sexton  -
“I call on Longford County Council to engage with Longford/Westmeath Local Link to create a Town Link in Longford Town and its environs.  This would provide a transport link for residents in estates to the town center, the Primary Care facility and St Josephs.  It would also provide transport for the elderly to attend Club 89.”

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded Longford/Westmeath Local Link outlining the details of Councillor Carrigy’s Motion.
Daycare Centre.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor  M. Sexton -
“I call on Longford County Council to write to the HSE to seek funding to locate a Daycare Center for people in Longford  who suffer with Dementia. There are over 1,000 people in
Longford/Westmeath who suffer from this illness. “
Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor M. Sexton seconded that an eight/ten unit be provided in St. Joseph’s Care Centre for Alzheimers patients. 

Councillor Carrigy proposed and Councillor J. Duffy seconded that Mr. Simon Harris, T.D., Minister for Health, be requested to meet a deputation from the Council regarding this issue.

It was agreed that the Local Authority HSE representatives will raise this issue at the next HSE Forum meeting.
Training.
Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.

VOTES OF SYMPATHY.

Councillor G. Warnock proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Carberry family, St. Mel’s Road, Longford on the death of Anthony.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor M. Mulleady seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the McGowan family, Ballymakeegan, Longford on the death of Patrick.
All Ireland Community & Council Awards 2018 .

Councillor P.J. Reilly informed the members that the closing date for receipt of nominations for the All Ireland Community & Council Awards 2018 is extended to Friday, 10th November 2017.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the
13th December 2017.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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